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We have had a great start to the 2018-2019 school year. Students have settled in and are working hard.  

 

 Red Ribbon Week:   Once again our students will participate in Red Ribbon Week.  Each day, students will dress up in           
different outfits to support our effort to say “No to Drugs.”  In addition, DARE Officer Ryan, who is a Watertown          
Policeman, will  present an educational program that seeks to prevent use of controlled drugs, membership in gangs, 
and violent behavior to our 5th and 6th grade classes.  

Halloween Parade :  Our annual Halloween parade will be held on Wednesday, October 31.  The time of the parade will 

be 9:30 AM.  It will be held outside in the front loop if the weather cooperates.  Our plan the rest of the day will include 

a balance of educational activities and the traditional Halloween festivities in the classrooms.   We will conduct a normal 

dismissal that day. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences:  Parent conferences are scheduled for Thursday, November 15 (4:00-8:10 PM) and Friday, 

November 16 (11:50 AM – 4:00 PM).  Both days will be ½ days for students with walker/student pick-ups being dismissed 

at 11:05 AM and bus students released at 11:15 AM.   AM Pre-K students should be picked up at 10:45 AM on these two 

days.  Information about conferences will be sent out in the next couple of weeks.  

PIVOT:  Our District has once again partnered with PIVOT, formerly Alcohol and Substance Abuse Council of Jefferson 

County, to provide our students with a Character Education program.  Our students will learn social skills and               

communication skills, along with other strategies, to help them make safe and practical decisions.   Embedded in this 

program are strategies to prevent and deal with bullying.  Please feel comfortable to contact teachers, staff or               

administration if you ever feel the need for us to investigate and deal with a bullying situation.   

Dress for the weather:  As the seasons start to change, please see that your child is properly dressed for the elements.  

Classes continue to go outside during the winter months. 

 

I leave you with a quote:  The author is unknown but I think it is a good one. 

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it from you.” 

 

Mr. O’Donnell 

Principal 



During the first few months of Pre-K, we were busy learning school routines, meeting new friends and        
figuring out how to use scissors, glue sticks, and hold crayons. To this 3/4 year old group, their biggest      
challenge is taking turns and sharing with the other children in class.  They are amazed at how much they can 
do for themselves. Often we hear, “I can do it myself!” Parents are shocked to learn that their child can and 
do clean up after themselves and they can put their shoes and jackets on.  Children in this age group are 
sponges discovering the wonders of their world. To them, mixing colors in shaving cream, painting and     
dancing with scarfs are magical.  

       Every day is a new adventure in Pre-Kdg! 

Mrs. McIntosh and Mrs. Hennigan 
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The kindergarten students continue to adjust to the routines and expectations 

of kindergarten.  During the past six weeks, we have worked on several   

prewriting skills (tripod pencil grip, drawing vertical and horizontal lines, 

circles, zigzags, spirals, etc.) and phonemic awareness skills (rhyming, 

counting words in a sentence, blending).  We also learned our first few sight 

words.  In math, we have been practicing counting by ones and tens.  Although we will not expect every      

student to count to 100 at this time, we would like each child to be able to count to at least 25 or 30 for our 

first report card in November.  Every student will be expected to count to 100 by tens since we have been 

practicing this every day.  Please continue to reinforce all math and ELA skills taught so far.     

***We have seen improvement in name writing from several students.  Please continue to practice this at 

home.  Because we write our names multiple times per day, it is very beneficial for your child to be able to 

print his/her name quickly and correctly.  Thank you!   

 ***Please remember that all students must wear sneakers on our playground.  

Also, please send your child to school wearing sneakers on gym days, as there 

is no time for us to change our shoes before gym.    

Mrs. Cloonan,  Mrs. Dillabough, and Mrs. Parker 



It’s been a fantastic start to first grade this year. The children are doing a wonderful 

job learning the routines and expectations of a first grader.  We have focused on phonological 

awareness skills, phonics and discovering the tricks to reading our “Rainbow Words.” We 

have been learning about the human body. This is always a favorite in first grade. 

In Math we have been learning the difference between a two-dimensional and          

three-dimensional shape. Soon we will begin simple addition and subtraction facts. 

We have also started our PIVOT program. Mrs. Mussaw visits our classroom every 

Wednesday to teach us how to talk about our feelings and show us how to handle them.  

The best way to have a successful first grader is to read with your child or have them 

read to you. 

Thank you for all of your support from home. 

Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Hartle, and Mr. Orcesi 



Second grade is off to a great start!  We have been very busy already.  Our students            

successfully completed our evacuation drill and it was a beautiful day for a walk.  The           

Merry-Go-Round theatre came to visit us and they performed several short skits about Aesop’s 

Fables.  We were also very lucky to participate in a NASA video-conference and learned all 

about astronauts and their adventures in space!  They even sent us astronaut food to try!  Most 

students seemed to agree that the ice cream flavors were the most popular. We have also had a 

lot of fun participating in science, hands-on, during our weekly STEAM activities!  As the school 

year  continues, please practice addition and subtraction flashcards.  They will also find second 

grade to be less challenging if they read each night for 10 minutes.  

 

We are very excited for the upcoming school year!   

Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Knight, and Mrs. Pacini 



The third grade students have adjusted well to third grade.  We are using a planner to help      

organize important information and homework.  Please make it a daily habit to check your 

child’s planner and take home folder. It will help you see what we are doing and if your child 

may owe some incomplete work.  

We are presently learning about classification of animals by their characteristics. We are    

learning about how taxonomists classify vertebrates.  In science we just completed our unit on 

the water cycle. Our first unit in social studies is about our community and includes map 

skills.     

As a regular routine for evenings we are asking each student to read a minimum of 15-20 

minutes.  Please make this part of your daily routine when you are completing any homework.  

We hope you are encouraging your child to complete their daily reading log. This daily     

reading can make a big difference in your child’s academic success.  

With the beautiful weather we will continue to try to go outside for recess in the afternoon.  

Please help your child remember to come prepared every day.  This would include a jacket or 

a sweatshirt on chilly days and sneakers everyday.  Thank you for helping your child           

remember their homework, sneakers,  library books, and warm clothes.   

   

We have had a great start and look forward to a great year in Third Grade.  

Mrs. Burgess, Mrs. Campany, and Mrs. Delano 



Grade 4 is off to a busy and exciting start! In Social Studies, we 
have reviewed geography. Students are enjoying learning about the    
Haudenosaunee in Reading and Social Studies. We have been     
learning about the traditional life of the Haudenosaunee and how to 
find the main idea in the text. In Math, we are learning addition and     
subtraction with regrouping. Students are also learning how to solve 
real-world word problems. Please continue to encourage your child 
to practice their math facts at home as this is a very important step 
in achieving success in 4th grade math.  

In September, students went on a field trip to Ag Extravaganza 
at the Thompson Park Pavilion. Students enjoyed visiting a variety of        
stations to learn about agriculture in New York State.  

Notes in the student planner and email are great ways to             
communicate with us. The weekly newsletter is a great resource for 
keeping up-to-date on 4th grade classroom events. If you have any     
comments or concerns, please feel free to contact us. We look       
forward to meeting with everyone during Parent-Teacher               
Conferences in November. 

 

Mrs. Ahlheim, Mrs. Hunt, and Mrs. Nichols 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Science 
Students wrapped up the Scientific Method by completing a   
Paper Airplane experiment. They enjoyed the process while 
learning the steps in the Method.  We are currently working on 
Life Processes and Cells. Students are doing an observation 
lab looking at the growth of bacteria in agar. We are also   
learning about the organelles in animal cells by making small 
clay models as well as vocabulary booklets.  The Plant and 
Animal Cell Project will begin near the end of the month and is 
always an exciting time. 

(Bacteria Growth Lab) 

 

 

Social Studies 
It’s all about our Hemisphere... 

Students are getting a grasp on the geography of the western hemisphere and the climates as well.  We have 
been learning about how landforms, climate and vegetation influence where people live in the four various          
regions.  We have been busy locating various countries in each of these regions while talking about their            
similarities and differences.  Just wait before long students will be picking out your next travel destination. 

 

ELA 
We started out fifth grade ELA learning about Human Rights and how they relate to not only our lives but the lives 
of people within other cultures, who may not have the same rights that we have.  We continued to build on our  
Human Rights unit and have begun reading a novel entitled Esperanza Rising, which is a historically fictitious    
novel about a girl whose life quickly changes as she transitions from a wealthy land owner’s daughter in Mexico to 
a peasant in the United States during the Great Depression.  This novel does a great job incorporating Human 
Rights while       allowing us to learn about themes, figurative language and learn how to write compare and      
contrast essays. 

 

Math 

We’ve really taken off full steam ahead in fifth grade math this year.  So far we’ve completed chapter 1 and started 
chapter 5, which include place value and adding and subtracting decimals, respectively.  We have expanded our 
knowledge of place value and decimal places, while learning just how and why decimals are so important! 

 

Mrs. Bucher, Mrs. Hamilton, Mr. Worden 



Our sixth grade students are working hard to adjust and adapt 

to the expectations of this year and the new curriculum.  They 

are learning how to manage their time, organize themselves 

and prepare for the rigor of  our curriculum, plus  transitioning 

from class to class.   

 Students are enjoying the current novel we are reading 

in class, The Lightning Thief.  We want to thank all the parent 

and guardians for participating in our PBL postcard activity.  

The Project Based Learning unit that we will be doing with this 

novel will incorporate your response to your child.  We          

appreciated all of the touching, and wonderfully written post 

cards. 

 Our students are learning about multiplying, dividing, adding, subtracting decimal numbers.  

They are now moving into converting decimals, fractions and percents.  Students are continuously 

asked to show all of their work on homework assignments and to have it done on time.  Please       

remind your child of this so they come prepared to school. 

 The year is in full swing with both Social Studies and Science curriculum.  In SS, students will 

receive vocabulary that they will need to study for tests and quizzes.  They have reviewed maps and 

the five themes of geography thus far.  Our Social Studies curriculum covers learning about ancient 

civilizations and the impact they have on our life today.  (Mrs. Robinson’s class) 

 This year in 6th grade Science, students will cover Earth Science.  Students have been busy 

working on their interactive notebook.  We have worked on Science Process Skills and are currently 

learning all about tools and units of measure that scientists use.  Each student is expected to keep 

their interactive notebook up to date, this is what each student will use to study from.  Soon we will 

be reviewing the scientific method and applying it in an experiment to learn the process. (Mrs. 

Dupee) 

 An additional class some of the students participate in is our ELA lab.  Those students that 

have the supplemental ELA lab class during switches are learning multiple skills. The students are 

working on individually specific I-Ready lessons, stem projects, 

passages with text-based questions, stations of other ELA skills, 

along with practicing comprehension questions/vocabulary for 

the novel, The Lightning Thief, that we are reading during class 

time. (Miss Russell) 

 Our 6th graders had an opportunity to go on a fieldtrip to 

observe the military practice some of their maneuvers over the 

water, near Sackets Harbor battlefield.  The students were able 

to see some of the large equipment our military utilizes and ask 

questions of the soldiers to find out more information as to how 

they use it to protect our country.  Overall, the students truly    

enjoyed it. 

Mrs. Dupee, Mrs. Robinson, and Miss Russell 

6th Grade 



Dear Parents, the cafeteria rules are often not discussed as much as classroom rules.  Although        

children do have the freedom to chat with their peers and forget about learning for a few minutes 

while they eat, we still have rules in place in order for the cafeteria to run smoothly.                           

        Please take a minute to review these rules with your 

child. 

 Stay seated at all times.  Raise your hand for assistance. 

Talk in a normal, indoor voice.   Yelling across the cafeteria, making odd/loud noises (such as sirens 

or dinosaurs), and using inappropriate language is not allowed. 

Use the bathroom before coming to the cafeteria.   

Be prepared.  Many children bring a lunch with no utensils or napkins to use.  We have a limited 

supply and encourage students to bring what they need with them.  When students buy lunch, 

they must remember to grab what they need while going through the line.  Responsibility for 

ourselves is key in making lunchtime an enjoyable experience.  

Sharing food is not allowed in the cafeteria.  

Pick up after yourself.   This includes picking up anything that drops on the floor, taking all garbage 

with you when dismissed from lunch, and reporting any spills you are not able to clean up on 

your own.  Cafeteria monitors are always present  during lunch to monitor behavior, provide  

assistance, and to wipe tables down between classes.  It is not their job to clean up after        

students.  

Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself. 

 

By following simple rules and being prepared, students are rewarded both in the cafeteria and in their 

classrooms.  Please help your student to be the best they can be! 



 

 

Beginning Band and Gold Band are underway at the Elementary Schools! On September 27th we had volunteer         

musicians from the Fort Drum 10th Mountain Division Band help with our Beginning Band Night. These musicians 

demonstrated their instruments and helped students play the different mouthpieces to choose the instrument they 

will play this year. We had a great turnout, thank you to everyone who could make it!  

 

Gold Band will be traveling to Syracuse to listen to a professional symphony called Symphoria later this month. We 

are so excited our students will get the experience of listening to a professional symphony perform!  

 

Band Parents, if you have not already joined our Remind class, please consider it. I send out nightly reminders so your 

students know when to bring their instrument to school. If you want to sign-up, check out our Band website through 

the school website. 

 

Don’t forget to join our General Brown Performing Arts Booster Club! We meet on the first Monday of every month at 

the high school. If you want more information contact me at kyost@gblions.org. 

Mrs. Yost 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Hi, my name is Mrs. Hardwick; I’m the new librarian for our elementary schools.  I 
was an English 10 teacher at the high school for the previous twelve years. I am      
enjoying my new position working with our youngest Lions!  We have been learning 
library manners - using a library voice, walking in the library, being kind and             
respectful. For grades three-six, we have two different reading activities that will be 
on-going.  What Are You Reading asks the students to share with me the book that 
they are currently reading; this will help me to know what our students are interested 
in, then I’ll be able to take their interests into consideration when I order new 
books.  We also have a reading challenge to see who can read the most books      
during the entire year! Upcoming activities in the library include: using context clues, 
dictionary skills, a research project about bats, and Halloween Rhyme Time. 
 

Mrs. Hardwick 

BAND 

Library 



 

 

Welcome Back GB Students!!  Hope you had a creative summer!!  My name is Mrs. 

Yodice, and I am subbing for Mrs. Majo until she returns.  Most of the students already know 

me because I have been subbing for the General Brown School District for many years 

now.  My background is not Art, its Elementary Education and Special Education but, being in 

the Art Room for the past month has brought out the artistic side of me that I did not know 

I had!!  I hope in the short time that I will be working with students that they too will         

discover an artistic side to them.  If you need to contact me, please email me at 

wyodice@gblions.org   

Mrs Yodice and Mrs. Majo 



 

Kindergarteners have learned how to move their voice up and down to 

sing, and are now working on lots of fun holiday songs for our concert 

in December!  Parents, be sure you have December 19 marked on your 

calendars! Our Kindergarten Christmas program is at 9:30am in the 

gym . 

1st graders have learned their solfege building blocks (Do, Re, Mi, etc.) 

and used boomwhackers (tube instruments) to practice them!  We also 

learned the song, “Do, a Deer” from the Sound of Music! 

2nd graders are using Lummi sticks to practice rhythms and note values.  We will use rhythms and Lummi sticks 

to accompany ourselves on a few songs!  

3rd graders have been working on Meter, singing songs in 2 and 3.  We’ve sung so many different songs, it must 

be a new record!  We’ve just started on a party dance song called, “Coffee Grows on White Oak Trees.” 

4th graders should now own their own recorder.  We’re starting with the basics: how to hold the recorder, how to 

blow gently, and playing our first 3 notes!  It’s very exciting, so thank you parents for your patience at home 

while your student practices! 

5th graders are reviewing the six notes they learned last year in 4th grade.  We are also reviewing how to read 

notes and rhythms on the staff. 

6th graders have taken a trip around the world, singing songs from other countries and in other languages!  So 

far, we have learned songs in Spanish and Japanese.  Our journey is far from over; we’ll hit the Middle East, 

Africa, and Europe before we’re done!     

The JLCMTA Bi-County Chorus is at South Jeff HS this year; please come November 3rd at 2pm to      

support our General Brown students who were selected to attend! 

 

Music 

 

Phys. Ed 

Ms. Davis 

Ms. Labiendo 

Mr. Knowlton 

Students in Physical Education have been working on soccer skills through minor         
progressions and modified games. Students are learning the basics of the game while              
incorporating the rules and philosophies of the game. Students will be transitioning into our   
fitness unit in the following weeks. Students will be assessed on their cardiovascular                
endurance, muscular endurance, and flexibility. Assessment is done through the Presidential 
Physical Fitness Test (4-6) and the Mr. Peanut Physical Fitness Test (1-3). As Physical Education 
Teachers we hope that families can encourage their children to participate in activities to im-
prove their overall physical fitness at home.  

 Please remember to work with your children at home on taking their earrings out before 
Physical Education Class. All jewelry/earrings must be taken off for students to participate in 
class activities. In addition the weather is changing quickly so it is a good idea to pack that 
sweat shirt or coat for outdoor activities.    Packing sneakers is also going to be important when 
the boots come out for the winter weather.  

Your encouragement and cooperation with the 
Physical Education Dress Code will allow your child to 
have a safe and joyful learning experience. We appreciate 
your help and enjoy working with your child. 

Phys. Ed 

Ms. Labiendo 

Mr. Knowlton 



 

 

 

 

President: Dionne Hamilton 
– dhamilton@gblions.org 

Vice President – Mary 
Bucher – 
mbucher@gblions.org 

Treasurer – Carrie LaSage 

Secretary – Maria Crandall 

Parent Contacts - Jennifer Doldo, Traci Harris, Joanne Rowsam 

 

What we do is not possible without the support of our    

wonderful families and community members!  

 
The Brownville – Glen Park PTO is made up of parents, family members and 
teachers of our school students.  We help organize and fund school wide 
events that bring fun and appreciation to our students, faculty, and       
community! 

Please think about coming to a PTO meeting.  We are trying to keep them 
under an hour.  Dates are Nov. 5, Dec. 10, Jan.  14, Feb. 4,  Mar. 4,  Apr. 1,  
May 6,  and June 3. in the library at 6:00pm. 

 
Fall Events: Fundraiser, Picture Day, Spirit Week, Red Ribbon Week,        
 Harvest Dance 

 
Winter Events: Book Fair, Christmas Shop, Talent Show 

 
Spring Events: Fundraiser, Spring Picture Day, Spring Dance, Art Show/
 Science Fair, Spirit Day  

The Who and What of PTO 

mailto:dhamilton@gblions.org
mailto:mbucher@gblions.org

